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The SDPBC 2005-2007 FIE Familes Learning Together will target families at the lowest literacy rate, lowest income, and/or who are English Language Learners(ELL). Over the past 5 years there has been a dramatic increase in the number of ELL families resettling in Palm Beach County. Recent immigrants most in need in the community include Guatemalans, Colombians, Brazilians, Mexicans, Haitians and Cubans. These families face challenges of not understanding the language or the educational system and are often reluctant to become involved in their children’s education.   Under the leadership of the SDPBC Office of Adult and Community Education, FIE Familes Learning Together will reach out to families through family literacy programs that provide direct instruction in speaking, reading and writing English for adults; parenting classes that explain the school system, grade level expectations and how to be involved at their children’s school; early childhood classes for their pre-school children; and interactive literacy activities for parents and their school-age children.  Adult and early childhood teachers, language facilitators, parent liaisons, and other SDPBC staff will assist families in the targeted communities in overcoming the barriers of language and understanding.  
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